
This crazy contest pits men and women
against machine as teams of 10 play tug-
of-war with a 70,000+-pound airplane.
Law enforcement officers and fire depart-
ments, along with private companies, high
schools, colleges, fraternal groups and
teams of friends and family are all wel-
come to try pulling the airplane 20 feet in
the shortest amount of time to win valu-
able prizes and official bragging rights!

Saturday, July 26, 2008
DuPage Airport, 

2700 International Drive, West Chicago
8 a.m. - Registration begins
9 a.m. - Pulls start
After last pull - Team awards

Directions  to  Airport

Plane  Pull  Rules

Schedule  of  Events

What  is  a  Plane  Pull??

The Law Enforcement Torch Run is the single
largest fund-raising event benefiting Special
Olympics Illinois. It is an annual intrastate relay
fund-raiser conducted by officers representing
every branch of law enforcement across the state
from local police officers to
FBI agents. 

The Law Enforcement Torch
Run - through a variety of fund-
raising events like the Plane
Pull and   Polar Plunges - has
raised more than $14.625 million over 22 years
while increasing awareness of Special Olympics
Illinois athletes and their accomplishments.

Each June, approximately 3,000 officers carry
the Flame of Hope nearly 1,500 miles, running
through thousands of Illinois communities via 23
different legs (routes) to its final destination – the
Opening Ceremonies of the Special Olympics
Illinois Summer Games in Normal. 

Special Olympics Illinois is a not-for-profit 
organization providing year-round sports training
and competition to 21,000 children and adults with
intellectual disabilities. 

Illinois is divided into
17 Areas, which manage
Special Olympics events
in their communities
with the assistance of local 
volunteer committees. 

Through training and competition, Special
Olympics programs enhance physical fitness, motor
skills, self-confidence, social skills and encourage
family support. 

What started out as two sports at the first Special
Olympics Games at Soldier Field in Chicago in
1968, has now grown to 19 in Illinois. This growth
in Special Olympics would not be possible without 
volunteers and financial support from events such
as the Law Enforcement Torch Run.

Law  Enforcement  Torch  Run

Special  Olympics  Illinois

Each team of 10 will have two attempts to
pull the airplane a distance of 20 feet. The
3 fastest-pulling teams will compete for the
grand championship.

Each team member is required to raise a
minimum of $50 to be on the team. Each
team must raise a minimum of $500. All par-
ticipants will receive a Plane Pull T-shirt. 

I-88 (Coming from the east or west) 
To Route 59: going north
To 38/ Roosevelt Rd: going west
To Kautz Rd (turn right)
To International Drive (turn right)
I-90/ Northwest Tollway (coming from either direction)
To Route 59: going south
To 64/ North Ave: going west
To Kautz Road (turn left)
To International Drive (turn left)
I-355/ North-South Tollway (coming from the south)
To 38/ Roosevelt Rd: going west
To Kautz Rd (turn right)
To International Drive (turn right)
I-355/ North-South Tollway (coming from the north)
To 64/ North Ave: going West
To Kautz Rd (turn left)
To International Drive (turn left)

Also  at  the  Airport
The Plane Pull is part of the DuPage Airport’s
Community Days which includes the Collings
Foundation’s Wings of Freedom Tour and their B-17,
B-24 and B-25 WWII Bombers Friday, July 25, to
Monday, July 28. Also Saturday will be a static dis-
play of aircraft that typically fly in and out of DuPage
Airport, including a piston and turbo prop.
Merchandise will also be available, as well as refresh-
ments from DuPage’s own Kitty Hawk Café.

Sponsors

Law  Enforcement  Torch  Run

PPllaannee  PPuullllPPllaannee  PPuullll
Benefiting  Special  Olympics  Illinois

Saturday, July 26, 2008
8 a.m - registration
9 a.m. - pulls start  

DuPage Airport, W. Chicago
Rain or Shine!

Presented by:



2008  Plane  Pull  Donation  Form

For more information, 
call Jeff Henson at 

1-800-394-0562
or e-mail him at

jhenson@soill.org

Donor’s Name Address (street, city, state, zip) Phone number            Amount

Registration
Pre-registration must be received by July 14, 2008, for T-shirt to be available the day of the event. If you register
after the above date, you may receive your shirts in the mail afterwards.  
Make all checks payable to Special Olympics Illinois.

T-shirt Size (circle one) S M L XL 2XL 3XL

Puller’s First Name Last Name

Street Address City

State Zip Phone Area Code 

Team Captain Team Name

Group Affiliation (Law Enforcement Agency, Fire Department, Corporation or Group) E-mail Address

Total Raised $

It’’s  Easy  to  Get Involved!

If  You  Raise  ..  ..  ..

So you want to pull a plane, but you’re not
sure how to get started. It’s easy!
Simply do this:
Become a Team Captain and sign up your
team with Jeff Henson at 1-800-394-0562 or
email him at jhenson@soill.org or if you are
already on a team ...
Start Collecting Donations
Complete the information on this brochure and
start collecting donations from all of your
friends, co-workers, family members, etc. If
they tell you that you never pull your weight,
you can tell them that you’ll be pulling more
than your weight (to the tune of 70,000+
pounds) on July 26. In addition, you’ll be flex-
ing your muscles for the 21,000 children and
adults with intellectual disabilities in Illinois.
Ask your friends and family to join you in
spirit, if not body, by making a tax-deductible
donation. 
Then, on July 26, bring your completed form
and donations to DuPage Airport and get ready
for the pull of your life!  
Start now to make the Law Enforcement
Torch Run Plane Pull a success. You could
even win something for yourself!

Plane Pull participants are strongly urged 
to wear gloves and athletic shoes.

No Alcoholic Beverages
Smoking in designated areas only

Each 10-person team must raise a minimum of
$500 to participate in the Plane Pull. Each
individual team member will then receive a
Plane Pull T-shirt.
It is our goal that each participant will raise as
much money as they can to support Special
Olympics programs in Illinois. 

Team  Prizes  Too!
Your team could win a prize too! Trophies will
be given to the top three teams with the fastest
pulls. A prize also will go to the team that 
raises the most money.

(          )

Weight of 70,000+ pounds
Height of 25 feet
Length of 89 feet
Wingspan of 77 feet 

How  Bigg  is  the  Airplane


